Abstract
Introduction 30
Speaking of the devastating disease in the world-Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS)-is replete 31 with sensitivities especially when it comes to religious perspectives. In many cases, HIV/AIDS is always 32 attributed by the blames of immorality, dangerous lifestyle and illegal drug use (Badri, 1997; Nelkin, 1991) . In 33 order to overcome unhealthy behaviour, religion has been instrumental as means to teach and disseminate 34 accurate information in terms of protection and rectifying discrimination and stigmatization towards HIV/AIDS 35 and People Living with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV) to the populace. While the world gives an insight into the role 36 played by a wide variety of religions in responsibly halting the deadly disease to its community per se, new 37 challenges are eventually posed to the religions. 38
Over the span of 30 years since the first case of HIV/AIDS was identified in the United States in 1981 39 (Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report [MMWR] , 2001), the culture of information sharing in terms of 40 sexuality still remains as a private subject and taboo for discussion not only among the conservative countries 41 but among the Asian communities as well and has become particularly troublesome (Hasnain, 2005; Trinitapoli, 42 2009). Moreover, there are a few governments in the Muslim countries that refuse to face the relentless growth 43 of HIV/AIDS as a threat to them (Hasnain, 2005 It is well-described that asking the right person to tell us about their experience on a respective topic is rather 175 holistic for a research. Since this study is specifically designed to unravel, discover and affirm the 176 responsibilities played by the JAKIM in tackling the HIV/AIDS-related issues among the Muslims, 177 semi-structured elite interview was carried out under this bulk of paper. 178
Interview Procedures 179
An elite interview was conducted with Mr Zakuan bin Sawai, the Chief Assistant Director (Senior) of JAKIM, in 180 order to provide valuable information with regards to the effort contributed by the institution to the community. 181
Due to the fact that the rule of thumb of conducting a research is completely relies on voluntary involvement, a 182 written consent from the University was sent to the interviewee prior to the interview. Once the interviewee 183 agreed to take part in the individual interview, an appointment was made by both the researcher and the 184 interviewee. 185 Muslims, but non-Muslims also are our job as they are neighbors in the community…. is not circulating to the grassroots, especially to youths who are effectively the hope of a nation (Tham & 220 Zanuddin, 2012). Hence, collaboration with other agencies in providing accurate information on HIV/AIDS to 221 the local level is rather crucial. 222
Findings and Discussion

Information Distribution and Collaboration Culture 223
When researchers ask the interviewee how the JAKIM plays its role in handling the HIV/AIDS issues among the 224 young Muslims in Malaysia, Zakuan shares: 225
For youths, actually, we are working with Malaysian Ministry of Youth and Sports. Due to the fact, to date, the 226 youth has fewer figures in HIV transmission, yet we [JAKIM and the Ministry] give explanation to them in order 227 for them to have some prevention aspects in their social life so that they would not get the disease from their 228 friends who take drugs. However, this is not just in the Ministry of Youth but also involves the Ministry of 229 Education, in schools. We have campaigns and talks in collaboration with the Ministry of Education; in general. 230
Because in schools, we are unable to tackle who has HIV. But for those that we know, we have programmes to 231 motivate them to keep their life normal, to get treatment regularly from the Ministry of Health. Do not stop their 232 medications. And Alhamdulillah that we are also getting funds from the Ministry of Health to organize 233 programmes for the community. 234
Zakuan also denotes that information provision pertaining to HIV/AIDS from the health perspective is referred 235 to the so- Initially, when the result is released and is found Positive, they [both couple] will then discuss with the MOH and 266 to decide whether to continue the marriage. If they do then, okay, during their marriage, they are advised to wear 267 condom whenever they have sexual intercourse. However, some of the cases happened when MOH knows that 268 there is an individual who is HIV positive, but their child did not get infected by the virus. However, when MOH 269 knows that there is an individual who is HIV and his wife is pregnant, MOH will monitor the progress of the 270 mother and the child, and the mother will not go for normal labor, maybe she will undergo operation etc. … .If I  271 am not mistaken, non-Muslims are also required for the test as well sooner or later. Because when the Ministry of 272
Women, Family and Community Development sees the advantages of tracing the HIV and AIDS cases, the 273 non-Muslims are also going to undergo HIV screening. 274
News Coverage on Islamic Perspective 275
Commenting on the coverage of HIV/AIDS from an Islamic perspective (see Table 2 ), the news stories fall short 276 of needs and demands in regards to reaching out and being visible to the Muslim communities. While literatures 277 reveal that most of the time information on disease condition presented by the mass media fails to provide 278 follow-up or mobilizing information that enables people for behavioural change actions, the media could play 279 the significant role of a critical agent to induce the positive behavioural change that can reverse the epidemic 280 (Hoffman-Goetz, Shannon, & Clarke, 2003). This make sense to Malaysia which has a very vibrate media 281 industry. 282
Conclusion 283
After looking through a cursory glance at affirming the role played by JAKIM in addressing the HIV/AIDS 284 issues among its community, this study has now provided a small piece of the whole picture on how significant 285 is the culture of sharing information for a religious agency in a country contains the spread of HIV/AIDS to the 286 readers. When public health information becomes a focus among the community at large, information sharing on various 300 public health problems beyond conveying scientific information (in this case, through culture perspective, e.g., 301 religion) is rather needed. Within the realm of public relations, the health public relations focus on a very 302 specific function that captures the audience within the health environment or problems. Consequently, the 303 fantastic work contributed by the JAKIM is in line with the appeal from the United Nations Children' 
